[Localization of heart-innervating sympathetic neurons].
Localization, amount, form of the bodies and maximal diameter of horseradish peroxidase (HP)-labelled neurons in the right stellate ganglion (SG) in the cat spinal cord have been investigated. HP application has been performed on the central parts of the SG connective branch with vagus nerve, or with the caudal cardiac nerve. In the neurons HP has been revealed after Straus or Mesulam method. In the SG, regardless the HP application place, the labelled neurons arrange in the zone, adjoining the place, where the caudal cardiac nerve and the connective branch get to the vagus nerve. In the spinal cord, when HP is applied on the connective branch, the labelled neurons are revealed in the lateral horns of the TI-TVI segments. The amount of the labelled neurons decreases in the rostro-caudal direction. Their greatest amount is revealed in the TI-TIII segments. When HP is applied on the central part of the caudal cardiac nerve, a small amount of the labelled neurons has been found in TI-TIII segments of the spinal cord only in one experiment. Thus, in the connective branch of the SG with the vagus nerve much more amount of the preganglionar fibers run than in the caudal cardiac nerve.